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The Athenian Mercury; 


attitday, April 25. 1691. 


Hat is the true mtaning of the 
newWord Abdication ? 

Anfo. We have been much importun’d 
about this Queftion, and the Querilt having 
fignified in his /af, that it has been his mis- 
fortune to meet fome Perfons who by their 
Arguments about it, feem uneafie, and can- 
not well reconcile the Word and the ‘Aétion 
that gave Life to its general Acceptation. 
We, therefore for. the Gentlemans Satisfatti- 
oh, as alfo others, who perhaps may be at 
the fame lofs, return this Anfwer : 

That “tisa word as oldas the Civil Law gi- 
ven by the Romans to Enrope, by which all Na- 
tional Differences were decided, as meum and 
tuum ate now by the Common Law. The 
word Dication according to the Idiom. or Pro- 
priety of the Roman Language, fignifies a Pro- 
mife or Truft, or a Rule by which the Perfon 
intrufted, was to regulate his Accounts; and 
he that went contrary te the dication of his 
Promife, Oath, Truft or Commiffion, was 
faid to abdicate or go from the Dication he 
had undertaken. As for Example in the Ro- 
man Militia, If a Souldier petitioned againft 
his Commiflioned Officer he always put in 
the word «bdicavit meam tetulam, that is, he 
hath abdicated my Safety, hath gone contra- 
ryto the Tenor of his Truft, and contradict- 
ed my fafety by puiting me upon fuch unrea- 
fonable and hazardous Attempts. The Ro- 
man Hiftories afford feveral adjudged Cafes ;- 
to mention one, Lentulus was Commiflioned 
to command part of the Army, his Letters 
were intercepted, and it was proved to the 
Senate that Lentulus held private Correfpon- 
dence with the Enemy, contrary to the Di- 
cation or Contents of his Commiflion and 
Truft; therefore the Senate voted that Lentu- 
lus had abdicated his Truft, and contradiéted 
the Safety of the Army: Lentalus his Friends 
got the Vote put again, whether he had abdi- 
cated voluntarily or unvoluntarily; ( as the 
Papifts and Facobites now ask in the Cafe of the 
late King ames: ) The Senate refolv'd the 
fecond time that Lentulus had abdicated his 
Truft , and knew whither to come to make 
out whether he had willingly or unwillingly 
held Correfpondence with the Enemy, ‘it 
came not, and they took the forfeiture of his 
Abdication. Whether the late King Fames had 
voluntarily abdicated bis Truft, according to 
this genuine Interpretation of the word <Abdi- 
cation, is foreign to the Queftion, and has 
been {fufficiently difcufs’d by others. ° 

Queft. 2. Whither wene the tenTribes? 

4Aufm..This Queftion is not fo difficult, if 


Queit. t. 


we compare their Laws, and Cuftoms with .droper degree of Cont 


thofe of other Nations, and where we find 
the greateft agreement in practice we may 
with the greateft probability fix the Affirma- 
tive of the Queftion. But before we diftuis 
that, we fhall give you the received Opinion 
which the two. Tribes entertain about their 
loft Brethren. — There is ( fay they ) a great 
Lake in Ajik, whichis always’ tofs’d with ‘Tem- 
pefts and /Storms, fo that it is unnavigable, 
except on/ the Sabbath day, ‘upon which day 
the ten Tribes being ftill Jews, are tnwilling 
to. travail or contradi@ fo great a part of 
the old Law, as.a Prophanation of their Sab- 
bath, and therefore muft tarry there; but 
this feems very unlikely, for the Queftion 
recurrs, How they could get over at firft, un- 
lefs upon the Sabbath, when erring to 
their faying the Lake is then only free from 
Tempefts. But to fatisfie the Querift, we 
have the Teftimony of Jefepbus, that they were 
in. great Numbers in the Land of Media under 
the Parthian Princes; alfo Swlpitins Severus, 
that they were difperfed amongit the Parthi- 
ans Medes , Indians’ and cAthiopians , ail 
which exaétly- agrees to our, Notion in” the 
firft part of our Anfwer, that in thefe Places 
above the reft of the World are rezained wath- 
ings, {prinklings and other Jewith “Ceremo- 
nies ; but by a long tract and feries of time 
the ten Tribes are now really Heatheniz'd.. , 

Queft, 3. Why can anQwi fee better by Night 
than by Day? 

Anjw. Light isthe medium of vifibility, and 
without Light nothing canbe feen, therefore 
the Suppofition is erroneous, and the Quefti- 
on ought to. have been thus ftated; Why an 
Owlcan fee becter by a faint and imperfett Lights 
than at [uch time as when.the Sun flanes in it{ fall 
vigour, without the Interpofition of Clouds or ot! 
intervening Bodies—and then the Queltion will 
admit of avery fair Solution, viz. That fome 
Creatures have the Pupil of their Bye ver 
large, as are not fabject to fo little a Contracti- 
on as is requilite for a great Light; as Cats, 
Rats, Mice, Owls, . and. fome few, more. 
When as the generality of Creatures are na- 
turally farnifed with re or Eye-fights 
that will grow greater or lefler according to 


the degree of Light: As for ‘Inftance, when 
a Man has+been in.thedark for fome confide- 


rable time, and comes fuddenly into a light 


place, or when ® Candle is broughg into a 
dark Rese and a Man awakes out of his 
fleep, the fudden light dazles.the Eye by.rea- 
fon the Pupil of the Eye was extended before 
to.co-operate with the Act of vifibility ; nor 
the Eye be eafie till it has again receiv’d 4 
ration, for the quality \ 
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eri toht. and a due reprefentation of Objects; 
oy = alfo be farther confirmed by this In- 


he Pu- 
ftance, Cover one of your Eyes, ane t 

i ill dilate to fupply the Office 
pil of the other w pea 


which is cover'd; ¥ 

og hey «| other Pupil will contrat, for 
the reafom above; from hence it appears that 
the Creatures above named. being furnifhed 
with a great Eye, f&ghts which admit not of 
a Contraction, proper for great bebts, can 
fee beft in lefler Lights, yet they cannot fee 
at all where there ts no Light. apes 

Queft. *4. Why are there greater Eruptions in 
Meum FEtwa in flormy Weather ‘than at “ther 
rames ? ‘ 
Asfw. From a, ftrife betwixt contrary Ele- 
ments, Water 2nd Fire put together will ne- 
ver ceafe fighting til] oneof ’em has got the 
upper hand. It may be a ofeful Digreflion, not 
altogether foreign,. to give you an Inftance of 
theContrariety of otber Elements——+-Take an 
Arrow-and hold it pver the Flame of a Can- 
dle, where the body of the Flame meets with 
the Arrow , it has. not that Effeé&t upon the 
Arrow asthe extream parts of the Flame ; the 
reafon is, the Extremity of ‘the Flame meet- 
ing with the Airy both Elements ftrive to re- 
tain their own Nature, and therefore the ex- 
tream Flame a¢ts with greater violence, and 
confequently has a ‘greater Effect on thofe 
parts of the Arrow: hence it is, and from 
fuch other Experiments, that fome have (and 
not. improbably ) belicved that the Element 
of Fire is moderate, and that a man might 
live in -it, if it were not too much rarified for 
Refpiration. 

Queft. 5. What isthe caufe of Earthquakes? 

Anjw. ‘Tis very improbable that the com- 
mon Hypothefis fhould be a truth, that Wind 
having cafvally pot into the Caverns of the 
Earth fhould by its ftrogling to get out again, 
produce Earthquakes, fince Wind of its felf 
has no power to ftruggle unlefs engag’d and 
puth’d forward by fome other Matter, or fur- 
ther Wind. We affirm it reafonable to be- 
lieve that this Globe of the Earth may be as 
fubject to ruine and decay as the lefler Parti- 
cles of the Creation, afd that Earthquakes 
are but the Convulfion of Natures frame, cau- 
fed by an inteftine decay and Motion, for’no 
one ever deny’d there were fubterranean Paf- 
fages, both Channels of Water, and Veins of 
liquid Fire, though more in fome places than 
ot as Mount c4tna, Vefuvin, Oc. Now 
this being granted, a Motion is proved, ant 
decay is the natural Caufe of Motion—Tothis 
wemay add, that thefe Tubterranean Veins’of 
Fire meeting with Channels of Water , ‘not 
only caufe a ftrife and Motion in the Bowels 
of the Earth, but alfo generate Air by fumi- 


~ gation and rarification of the Water, which 


Air increafing grows too big for its Caverns, 
and fo ftruggies and helps on with thofe Con- 
‘vulfions and Ruines of Nature ‘as we {aid be- 
fore: this is manifeft in that in many Earth- 

eerk yd a, all where the oa yawns, 
there bave been feen great flakes of Fire and 
“Smoke to afcend. : 
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Queft, 6. Since there are ahundted Sheep Qilled. for one 
Fox, and a Fox breeds fix or more at a time, a Sheep feldom 
more than one, why there are fo many more Sheep shan Foxes ? 

An{w. Becaule there being at the firft breeding of SI 
iftmay be a thoufand Sheep for one Fox 5 fot Example 
herein Engtandthefe Sheep live {everal years, and are 
carefully preferved, breeding. yearly at leaft one, there 
are cherifhed, their-kind at le@it, Whereas “the #¥es are 
every where hunted ard cdeftroyed.. The Wolf jasun. 
doubtedly as many young at a Jitteras the Fox, they be-. 


“ing both of the Dog-kind, and as “much pefter’t Englend 


in former sages yet we fee by the ftri&t Peral Laws fo 
long, put in Execution againft em, there are now twenty 
Jefuits to ome Wolf throughout all the three Kingdoms. . 

-Queft. 7 ~ There being 2 Machine fo contrived aed made of 
Brajs and Steeh, and put into Motion, and the fame jirength 
that canfes the Motion be continually repeated ti:] ihe Machine 
be decayed by Jength of time, Wherker this is not as much as 
the World can expel towards a pr rpetual Motion, aad, wbhe- 
ther this junilure of time be f eper to dijcover fuch an Invent. 
on 5 the Author being willing to make the best Advantage of ir, 
it being fuppofed to be of great Use ? 

Anjo. * {is as much as can be expecied to frame fucha 
Motion as: will not ftand ftill cill ics Caules are-worn. out, 


and demand new Supplies for its Progrefiion. Whatever 
Machine it is, if it be of fo great ule as is prewnced, it 
will neceffarily recommend it felf, and it hed been the 


Apthors Policy to have mentionéd-his Name and Delign to 
have made jt publick, but he knows his own ume for 
that. 

Queft, 8. Whether it be conveni.nt to entertain Comverfe 
wiih Angels or no? and the reajons for or again{t tt ? 

Anjwer. Yes, by all means, if they be good ones and if 
you can find out a way tu fettle fuch a Correfpondence, 
becaufe their; long Experience of Caufes and Effects, cas 
pacitates them for Information above all mortals .in the 
Secrets of Nature, Philofoyhy, Sc. 

Queft. 9. Whether the Child at the day of Fudgmint [bali 
not be grieved at the Damnation of its F arent. 

Anfw. Natural Relation is cancelled in the Grave, and 
there is no Confanguinity in Heaven. 1 fhall equally 
love Saint Peter and my Brother, and equally hate Fuli- 
an the Apoftate and my Father, under afuppofition of an 
equality in their final Sentence. 

Queft. 10, What are we to think of thofe thse dye, in In- 


fancy? 


Anfm, With the greateft Satisfaétion imaginable, that 
they are all faved ; befides the’ many Teftimonies of Sa- 
cred Writ for this, we prove it thus—No greater a Pu- 
nifhment willbe infli&ed upon Adam’s Heirs than upon 
himfelf, for eating the forbidden Fruit. But his Punifh- 
ment was only Mortality, or a temporal Death, there- 
fore his Heirs, Wc. the Major propofition is the general 
fentiment of all Mankind, an Attaindure of Blood being 
heavier on the Child than the Parent 5 or an Acceflary 
more guilty than the Principal.—As for the Mincr the 
beft Expofitors have coneluded the Sentence of--Thou fbakt 
dye the Death tobe only a Menace of Mortality, viz: Tow 
fhalt be a'mortal Man, or fubjei te Death, and is agreeable 
to this Text, The Soul that finnesh it [hall dye. 
ft; xis Who wasthe Father of Melchizedeck ? 

Anfm. When a Queftion can have no better Refoluti- 
ons than Negatives, we muft content our {elves with the 
beft that can be offered. Mr. Salliard ( Lubduni. Batav. 
apud falicem Lopez, 1686. in o€tavo,) confutes all Opini- 
ons both Ancient and Modern, excepting that which.af- 
ferts that Melobizedeck is che very “Son of God; he proves 
that Salem and Melchizedeck are not prope Names, and 
that there was never .any City called by ghie Name of 
Salem, and adds that if Melchizedeck were a Prieft, ‘he 
muft offer for hisown Sins, aad the Sins of the People; 
but then he could por be of amore excellent Name than 
the Sons of Levi, which is exprefly contradiétory to th: 
Scripture. “But after all he knows not how to di‘entan- 
gle himflf from the Inference of differencejsas*is fog. 
gefted by that paflage, Thou arta Pricit for euch after. 
Order of Melebizedeck: Nothing can be {aid but what is 
refutable, The moft learned Difcuffers of this Point are 
Heideg cerus, du in and Cunew, to which we refer our 
Inquirer. At-the‘end of the Volume expeét a full’ Anfover. 
i Being « requéfted by a worthy’ Perfon tooreturn a 
fpeedy Anfwer to this Queftion, wiz. peiker a tender 
are at ert Perfans of 4 different Sex can be Inno- 

° We eavour to refolve him 
Saturday at fartheft. ca dre tosd af 
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